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STELLA. The casino’s got floors, Lou.

LOU. 1don’t know how anybody even lives in Jersey.
nothin’ but toll booths. (He takes the broom into the fitchen. The
moment he does, she dumps her beer down the sink.) Zan’t drive two
miles without some guy stickin’ his hand out for’a couple bucks.
Ever notice that they don’t charge ya for drj¥in’ into Jersey but
comin’ the other way is five bucks. (He reentrs,) Proves my point,
Stell. People’ll pay anything to get the helloutta Jersey. (Low notices
she has “finished” her beer.) Whoa — that's gotta be a record. You're

not leavin’ already are ya?

STELLA. No.

STELLA. (Determined.) NogU'm uhh ... I'm gonna have another.
LOU. Two beers. You're p6t gonna get outta hand, are ya?
STELLA. (Slightly flitations.) Full moon. Ya never know. Think
you could handle mg?

LOU. I got a baséball bat back here somewhere. (Her attempt is
totally lost on Ldu, who pulls her a beer. She reaches for her purse.
Again he wayés her off.) Nahh.

STELLA. A'm honored.

LOU. W did that when the guys were here they'd all wanta freebie.
STEJAA. Thank you. (Silence.)

. Nice ta have you back.

ELLA. Nice ta be back.

LOU. How’s your granddaughter?

STELLA. ’Bout time you asked. I got some pictures. (Lo is surprised
when she pulls ber cell phone out of her purse. )1 didn’t have a camera so
Cindy taught me how to — (Off his look.) They got cameras in ‘em.
LOU. I know, Stell.

STELLA. You even own a cell phone?

LOU. What's the point? If 'm not here I'm home. (He watches as
she fiddles with the buttons, trying to pull the pictures up. )

STELLA. They take pretty good pictures.

LOU. ’Member when ya just took your film to the guy at the
drugstore?

STELLA. That guy hasnt been there for a lonnng time, Lou.
(Frustrated.) She’s in here somewhere.

LOU. (Reaching out.) What about this button?

STELLA. No, no, no.

LOU. (Pulling back.) That like ... make it explode or somethin’?
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STELLA. No, I just ... ya never push a button unless ya know
what it’s gonna do.

LOU. Oh.

STELLA. Wrong one, you erase your whole life.

LOU. I don’t get any of this. Computers and stuff.

STELLA. Whole hospital runs on ’em. Patient gives me a hard
time [ can just “delete” "em.

LOU. Couple kids came in last week and asked if we were “wireless.”
I dide’t know what the hell they were talkin’ about.

STELLA. Maybe ya should.

LOU. Get outta here.

STELLA. I'm serious, Lou. Lotta young people movin’ into this
neighborhood. Good for business.

LOU. Maybe I don't want young people in here.

STELLA. Ifyou clean this place up a little you could —

LOU. This place is clean.

STELLA. But its ... okay, pardon me for saying this but — its
kinda ... dingy. Maybe that’s not the right word. (7hinks a moment.)
No. That’s the right word. Dingy. It’s the lighting. It’s too dark, Lou.
You put some nice track lighting up here —

LOU. Stell, people don’t come here to be seen, okay? My guys
don’t even wanta lookit each other.

STELLA. Okay, forget the lighting. When’s the last time ya
painted? Redo it — brighten it up. Couple little changes — world
a difference —

LOU. Maybe I don't want it different, okay. (His tone throws her.)
I mean, Stell, this is how it is. I’s always been this way. I like it,
okay? I like it the way it is.

STELLA. Okay. Sorry.

LOU. Never been crazy "bout “change.”

STELLA. Your bar.

LOU. Yeah. Lucky me.

STELLA. (Puts down the phone.) 1 give up. Cindy showed me
twice how to do this. I swear if I don’t write things down —

LOU. Tell me about it. I go from here to the kitchen I forget what |
I went for. .
STELLA. Anyway she’s — okay, grandmother mode: Hannah’s
perfect, Lou. Four years old. Little girls are perfect at four. And

Grandmom, of course, I walk on water.
LOU. Shame she’s so far away.
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