SUSIE

FRAN. IfI'm there, and Trish dies, and T come home, and my guy’s
gone, what have I got? A dead sister and nothing,.

SUSIE. Does he know? |

FRAN. Does he know what? No.

SUSIE. How do you think hed feel about that?
FRAN. Not good.

SUSIE. Of course he wouldn’t. No decent person would. If you
told him, hed urge you to go I'm sure.

FRAN. Of course he would. Thats not the point. The point is, if I
lay the sadness and tragedy of this family ®n him at such an early
point, it will make him feel like thats what he’s in for. Sadness and
weight. Those are not the associations I want him to have for me.

SUSIE. What’s his name?
FRAN. Owen.

SUSIE. Well, I think you’re shortchanging Owen. I think you & Start Here
should give him the chance to step up.

FRAN. A man shouldn't have to step up three weeks after he meets
a woman.,

SUSIE. Life is what it is. It makes the demands it makes.

FRAN. And life is laying out two choices for me. All I've ever
dreamed of is finishing the part of my life where 'm a member of
this goddamn family, and starting the part of my life where it's my
life. My family, My time.

SUSIE. What do you mean? You don’t want to be my sister?
FRAN. Not really. No.

SUSIE. Well, tough! You are! And those kids down there in
Pennsylvania, they’re your niece and your nephew.

FRAN. I don't even know them.

SUSIE. What are you talking about? You were there when they
were born. You know them.

FRAN. T'm not really interested in other people’s kids, Susie. I
want my own.

SUSIE. And you love Tyler!
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FRAN. Hes sweet, but he’s not mine. He's yours.

Susie retrieves her charging cell phone.
SUSIE. Why are you acting like this? What is this brutality coming
from you?
FRAN. I have to be forceful. [ know you want me to go, and I have
a different choice I want to make. I can’t be reasonable anymore.
I've always done what this family wanted me to do and what do I
have to show for it? Nothing. Look at me.
SUSIE. You have a family.
FRAN. No, YOU have a family, a husband, a kid. Trish may be
dying, but at least she did it. She has kids. All I have is a history of
guilt and bullshit. A studio apartment. Woo-hoo! Skirts and shoes.
I haven’t had a meaningful boyfriend in years. I met this guy and
he’s actually available. He has a business. He wants a home. I think
he wants a wife. He's even open to having a child. Maybe even with
me. Imagine me having a child of my own. I know it’s a long shot,
every guy is, but I haven't even been in the game, Susie.

SUSIE. Marriage isn't so great.

FRAN. Youd do anything to keep your marriage going. Don't
bullshit me.

SUSIE. It’s hard work.
FRAN. Ibust my ass in a meaningless job. I'm not lazy.
SUSIE. Nobody said you were.

FRAN. It’s easy for me to get in the car with you. Go along with
what you want. This is work. Fighting with you. But I have to clear
a place for my own life to happen. I can’t postpone my turn any-
more. I have to take the plunge.

SUSIE. Take the plunge, hah? You have no idea.
FRAN. Of what?

SUSIE. Gus is a nightmare.

FRAN. Oh don’t. What are you talking about?

SUSIE. Trish is the only person who's ever been there for me. Since
Mom went. Not you. Not Gus. He’s my husband on paper, but
there’s nothing there. He hasn’t shown up for me ever. I'll tell you a
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home truth. The women in our family are absolute shit at men.
Now Trish is dying, and I may not make it. Do you understand? I
need you, Fran. When Trish is gone, I'm going to fall to pieces.

FRAN. You have your son.
SUSIE. Tyler’s SIX. You can't lean on a six-year-old.

FRAN. Well, you can’t lean on me, either. I won't let you! I'm done!
I want things.

SUSIE. I have cancer!

FRAN. What?

SUSIE. When I go down there, and I look at Trish in that bed,
that’s going to be me.

FRAN. What are you talking about?

SUSIE. I have pancreatic cancer.

FRAN. What do you mean, when did you find this out?

SUSIE. That's why I couldn’t go down the last time, not Tyler.
FRAN. What’s the treatment?

SUSIE. I've got three months tops. Probably less.

FRAN. God, what is it with this family? Are we just cursed? Mom
and Trish, now you?

SUSIE. I wasn't going to tell you.

FRAN. I wish you hadn't. Get a second opinion.

SUSIE. I have.

FRAN. A third!

SUSIE. I was going to wait until Trish...was gone. So you could
have your time with her. I probably would’ve ended up telling you
in the car. I'm so completely worried. Gus isn't going to be there for
Tyler. The kid has a learning disability. To Gus he’s just a write-off.
He'll marry some corporate witch and Tyler will be shoved in the
darkest corner they can find. Trish was the obvious one for me to
turn to, but she’s going to be gone before me. And she’s a single
mom. Her two, what’s going to happen to them? Do you think their
father’s going to take them in? He’s in jail! He hasn’t paid child sup-
port in two years. He couldn’t get custody of a lamp! Don’t you see
what’s got to happen, Fran? <= End Here
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