BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE by John Van Druten

After she casts a spell on Shep Henderson, a handsome tenant who rents an apartment in the building
she owns, Gillian Holroyd’s magical powers are threatened by her feelings for him. Since witches can’t
practice and marry mere mortals, she must ultimately choose between love or losing her magical

powers.
Setting: Gillian Holroyd's Murray Hill apartment in Manhattan, 1950.

Gillian Holroyd (late 20s-30s) An attractive, sophisticated young witch with powerful skills in magic.
Her human side exerts itself when loneliness sets in and she considers a “normal” life of marriage to a

human at the expense of her powers.

Shep Henderson (30's-early 40's) Shep is an educated, rational NY publisher surrounded by eccentric
neighbors he refuses to believe are witches. His world is upended when he falls in love with Gillian and

continues loving her even after the spell she cast on him is broken.

Aunt Queenie Holroyd (50's-60’s) A fun, quirky witch and Gillian’s aunt, she loves her magic but

concedes to her niece’s superior powers.

Nick Holroyd (20's) Gillian’s kid brother, he is also a warlock. He's smart, breezy and fun-loving as well

as a bit condescending toward mortals whose parties and music he loves.

Sidney Redlitch (50's-60’s) Sidney is a loveable lush and an author currently researching magic for his
upcoming book on witches. His passion is ignited by Nicky’s offer to give him facts on the subject, even

though publishing them threatens to expose the witches hiding in plain sight throughout the city.



