
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 2019 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

I’m sure you all know by now that the pur-
chase of Englewood Bowl fell through.  After 
a horrible inspection report, we asked for a 
price reduction to make the necessary repairs 
to the building. The owner said a flat “no” and 

asked us to rescind the contract. Not feeling we should take 
on the risk of structural and electrical repairs, plus having to 
fumigate the entire building, I authorized our real estate repre-
sentative to draw up the papers. My feeling is that the owner 
got another offer for the building for more than we offered 
and needed us to vacate the contract so he could sell to the 
new bidder. We have gotten our deposit back. 
 
We are at present looking into other properties in the area that 
we might buy and build a new theatre on. Stay tuned for more 
developments. 
 
The Ladies Foursome was a huge success in spite of the hic-
cups at the beginning. The final two weeks ran to full houses 
and it was received with great acclaim. Lying in State has 
opened and it appears that it is going to be another hit if I can 
judge from what the audiences are saying about it.  Kudos to 
Ric Goodwin and the cast for keeping LBP at the top of live 
entertainment in this area. 
 
Our Board of Trustees has voted to convert from regular 
monthly meetings to quarterly meetings.  These meetings will 
be held in May, August, November and February on the next 
to last Monday of the month at 5:15 PM. If something comes 
up that needs immediate attention, a special meeting can al-
ways be called.   
 
Our Artistic/Production Manager, Jeff Dillon, has been look-
ing to upgrade our lighting board to one that is programmable 
and able to handle the newer LED fixtures that are available.  
We thought we had one from eBay, but it turned out to be 
defective so we returned it. Jeff has now found us a new sys-
tem from Barbizon Lighting Co. and we are in process of or-
dering. This will make our job in the booth much simpler. 
Thanks Jeff for all you do for us. 
 
Respectfully, 
Bob LaSalle 

  

OUR UPCOMING PRODUCTION 
 

BY PAUL HYATT 
 

IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
By Joe Landry 

Directed by Jack Rabito 
November 26 - December 15, 2019 

 
A top-notch cast is in the polishing stages of rehearsals for the 
opening of a very popular play - It's A Wonderful Life. This 
beloved American holiday classic comes to captivating life as 
a live 1940s broadcast. With the help of an ensemble that 
brings a few dozen characters to the stage, the story of idealis-
tic George Baily unfolds as he considers ending his life one 
fateful Christmas Eve.  

Information and tickets are available 
at www.lemonbayplayhouse.com or by visiting or calling the 
box office at (941)475-6756 between 10am and 2pm week-
days and one hour prior to curtain time. Reserved seat tickets 
are $23. Student tickets are available at $14 each. 

 
    



IN MEMORY OF CAROL  
BY DEB POLING 

 
It is with our deepest sorrow that we inform you of the pass-
ing of our beloved volunteer, Carol Ashton. Carol was instru-
mental on our Wardrobe and Costume Committee here at 
Lemon Bay Playhouse. She lived in Englewood with her hus-
band Ken for over 20 years. The best way to describe Carol is 
she had the warmest smile, a friendly and caring personality, 
kind soul and a gentle spirit. She worked tirelessly searching 
for costume pieces to complete wardrobe for our shows. Her 
friendship was valued by so many and she will be deeply 
missed. 

Condolences may be sent to: 

Ken Ashton 

2380 N. Beach Road. #204 

Englewood, FL  34223 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT READER’S 
THEATRE? 

BY KATHY AMELIA 

 
Our first RT meeting in October was a good starting point for 
our program. As our participants trickle down to Florida from 
all points north, our audience will grow and grow.  If you are 
a regular “reader,” please resume attending our "first Monday 
of the month" sessions. New faces are always welcomed so 
bring a friend.  As I mentioned previously, my email list dis-
appeared into the "cloud of the internet universe" so I am try-
ing to reconstruct my attendance rolls.   
 
We have some interesting skits for your interpretation coming 
in the next few months.  Mark your calendar and we hope to 
see you on the aisle! 

 

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
DIRECTOR’S NOTES  

BY JACK RABITO  
 

From a 30 year career in theatre I have come full circle in 
directing this classic radio play on stage. This form of story  
telling is two fold: entertaining a theatre audience and a pre-
tend radio audience. The theatre audience of this production  
will take a step back into the 1940s and be part of a New 
York radio station's broadcast of the beloved film It's a Won-
derful Life. You, the theatre audience, will become the radio 
studio audience as period dressed actors will present in writ-
ten script accompanied  by actual sound effects performed 
"on mike" on stage. You will be asked to applaud  by a light-
ed sign for our "radio audience" at various times in the 
presentation. Please participate and have fun being a part of 
the show. At the end of the radio/theatre show join us in sing-
ing “For Auld Lang Syne, My Dear, For Auld Lang Syne. 
We'll Take a Cup Of Kindness Yet, For Auld Lang Syne.” 
 
 

LEMON BAY PLAYHOUSE NEWS 

 

 



The Lemon Bay Playhouse will hold open auditions for two plays that are scheduled for later production this season. The plays 
are, Bus Stop, by William Inge and Lend Me a Tenor, by Ken Ludwig. Auditions for these two productions will be held on Sun-
day, November 17 and Monday, November 18, at 7pm at Lemon Bay Playhouse. 
 
Bus Stop will be directed by Renee Statham and run from January 15 through February 9, 2020. It calls for a cast of three female 
and five male actors, and tells this story: 
In the middle of a howling snowstorm, a bus out of Kansas City pulls up at a cheerful roadside diner. All roads are blocked and 
four or five weary travelers are going to have to hole up until morning. Cherie, a nightclub chanteus in a sparkling gown and a 
seedy fur-trimmed jacket, is the passenger with the most to worry about. She's been pursued, made love to and, finally, kid-
napped by a 21 year-old cowboy with a ranch of his own and the romantic methods of an unusually headstrong bull, now ready 
to sling her over his shoulder and carry her, alive and kicking, all the way to Montana. As a counterpoint to the main romance, 
the proprietor of the cafe and the bus driver at last find time to develop a friendship of their own; a middle aged scholar comes to 
terms with himself and a young girl who works in the cafe gets her first taste of romance. 
 

Lend Me a Tenor will be directed by Tom Erb and run from March 4 through March 29, 2020. It calls for a cast of three female 
and four male actors. It spins this intriguing tale: 
Sanders, the general manager of the Cleveland Grand Opera Company, is primed to welcome world famous Toto Morelli, known 
as Il Stupendo, the greatest tenor of his generation, to appear for one night only as Otello. The star arrives late and, through a 
hilarious series of mishaps, is given a double dose of tranquilizers and passes out. His pulse is so low that Saunders and his assis-
tant, Max, believe he's dead. In a frantic attempt to salvage the evening, Saunders persuades Max to get into Morelli's Otello cos-
tume and fool the audience into thinking he's Il Stupendo. Max succeeds admirably, but Morelli comes to and gets into his other 
costume, ready to perform. Now, two Otellos are running around in costume and two women are running around in lingerie, each 
thinking she is with Il Stupendo. 
 

Scripts and sides are available for perusal on our website (sides only) or at the box office between 10 am and 2 pm weekdays. 
For more information call (941) 475-6756. 

THE 2019-2020 SEASON SHOW SELECTION 
 
The Lemon Bay Playhouse Board of Trustees has selected our 33rd 2019-2020 Season shows, from the plays that the Play Selec-
tion Committee researched and presented to them. The Board also selected one alternate for the season in the event there are any 
production issues with the seven selected. They are as follows: 

 
The Ladies Foursome, Comedy by Norm Foster, September 4 – September 22, 2019  

Lying in State, Comedy by David C. Hyer, October 16 – November 3, 2019  
It's A Wonderful Life, Dramedy by Joe Landry, November 26 – December 15, 2019  

Bus Stop, Comedy by William Inge, January 15 – February 9, 2020  
Lend Me A Tenor, Comedy by Ken Ludwig, March 4 – March 29, 2020  

The Prisoner of Second Avenue, Comedy by Neil Simon, April 22 – May 10, 2020  
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, Comedy by Christopher Durang, June 3 – June 21, 2020 

Sunshine Boys, Comedy by Neil Simon – Alternate  

 



GIFT CERTIFICATES 
 

Looking for a great gift for that special person? Need an item 
for your silent auction or fundraiser? Want  a gift to reward 
exceptional employees? Can’t find a present for that special 
occasion? Lemon Bay Playhouse has  the perfect solution for 
all of those needs. A Gift Certificate! You may purchase a gift 
certificate any time during the season and it will be good for 
any play during that season. For more information, or to pur-
chase a gift certificate, call the Lemon Bay Playhouse Busi-
ness Manager at (941) 474-9610. 
 
 
 

BEHIND THE SCENES HEROS  
BY UNKNOWN 

 
 

A crucial part of a live performance happens behind the 
scenes, both before a production is mounted and during its 
run. 
 
Scenic Construction -- Builds the set designed by the set de-
signer.  Opportunity to learn how to make a set happen from 
the blueprint to the finished set on stage.  If you like to ham-
mer and nail or want to know how things go together, this is a 
really fun place to be.   
 
Scenic Paint -- Once the structural pieces are built, this crew 
paints the scenery to create the illusion of the world of the 
play, creating the structural environment of the piece.  The 
paint charge person will instruct the crew on various tech-
niques of paint illusion as indicated by the current show and 
how to basecoat properly. 
 
Prop Master -- Acquires the list of objects the set designer 
and director put together of all things attached to the set or 
carried onto it by an actor.  The set is like an empty house you 
purchased.  Whatever you bring into the space is a prop, such 
as furniture and luggage carried on by the performer.  The 
props master oversees the gathering crew much like a soccer 
team: the ball starts rolling and together you make it happen. 
 
Prop Prep -- Works with the prop master to find, build or se-
cure props for the play, including some rehearsal props that 
do not have to be the real thing. This is a fun crew because 
you do research for pictures, receive research from the set 
designer, go shopping, and get to create many things for the 
set.  One of the most creative crews for people who like to 
paint and do crafty-type things. 
 
Electrics Prep --  Selects lighting instruments from a list, 
learns how to hang the lights in designated spots in the theatre 
according to the light plot. Once in place, focus occurs and 
the lights are aimed to the area assigned.  This crew comes 
into action closer to tech week. 
 
Costume Prep -- Works in the costume shop learning to hand 
sew and machine sew while creating costumes. We deal with 
shoes, hair, costume props (purses, jewelry, cigarette cases) - 
whatever the performer wears on his body or is directly relat-
ed. We have fittings of the costumes with the performers and 
work closely with them in enhancing the style of dress their 
character requires. This comes from the costume designer 
vision, director notes, and character choices. 
 
Sound Crew -- Locates sounds needed for the show in the 
sound library and from other sources.  You would learn how 
to record, time, and discharge cues on tapes. 
 
Run Crews -- Responsible for all aspects of the production 
during technical rehearsals, dress rehearsals and actual run. 
Positions include light board operator, sound board operator, 
flymen, props, costumes and scenery shifters. Attendance is 
required at all scheduled rehearsals and being on time is ex-
tremely important. With each show, the number of crew peo-
ple changes, so we may need a few people or a lot of people. 

 
 
 

 

Scenic and/or Props Shift Crew -- These crews work together 
before the performance each night setting up the stage and the 
props in their correct slot. During the show each person is 
assigned a list of jobs to complete and given ample time in 
rehearsals to know when they do what and how to do it the 
best way.  Tasks include activities such as moving furniture, 
clearing dishes, setting a lamp, removing previous scene 
props, etc. 

Board Operator -- Operates the light board and executes the 
cues as called by the stage manager over the headsets during a 
show. Participates in dimmer checks each night before the 
house opens. 

Electric Run Crew -- Runs dimmer checks and replaces any 
bulbs or instruments as needed. They generally come from the 
electric prep crew. 

Sound Board Operator -- Executes sound cues as called by the 
stage manager. 

Wardrobe Crew -- Does the washing, ironing and steaming of 
costumes in between shows, and general maintenance depend-
ing on the needs of the production. Duties could include pol-
ishing shoes, jewelry, checking hooks and eyes and snaps to 
ensure they have not been weakened during performance.   

Stage Manager -- Responsible for the total production from 
opening night until strike. Everything is his problem. He en-
sures the look of the show and contact the appropriate person 
if things are not maintaining their look.  

 



 

HALLOWEEN AT THE PLAYHOUSE 
 

BY DEB POLING 

On Halloween night, the 24th Annual Halloween Safewalk was held on Dearborn Street. Lemon Bay Playhouse was 
part of the event and proudly represented by 2 beautiful witches.  A huge “Thank You!” goes out to Mary Raybold 
and Joan Black for passing out candy and non-food items to the children. They have supported this event for several 
years and always do a wonderful job. Thank you, Mary and Joan! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

BY BOB LA SALLE 

Our Volunteer Party will be on February 29th, 2020. It will begin at 4:30 pm at Tringalli Com-
munity Center. 
 
Our Annual Meeting will be on March 1st, 2020. It will begin at 2:00 pm in the theatre. 



“It is the mission of Lemon Bay Playhouse to enrich Englewood and surrounding communities through theatrical productions, volunteer opportu-
nities, education and training in the performing arts, and to provide a venue for other cultural activities.” 

Celebrating our 33rd  Season! 

2019-2020  

            Visit our website at: www.lemonbayplayhouse.com (or scan the QR code) 

96 W. Dearborn Street 
Englewood, FL 34223 

THE LADIES FOURSOME by Norm Foster  September 4 – September 22, 2019  

LYING IN STATE by David C. Hyer  October 16 – November 3, 2019  

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE by Joe Landry  November 26 - December 15, 2019  

BUS STOP by William Inge January 15 - February 9, 2020  

LEND ME A TENOR by Ken Ludwig  March 4 - March 29, 2020  

THE PRISONER OF SECOND AVENUE by Neil Simon  April 22 - May 10, 2020  

VANYA AND SONIA AND MASHA AND SPIKE by 
Christopher Durang  

June 3 - June 21, 2020  
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