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T here were only 12 
of us to begin with. 
Nine are left. Of 

those, six attended the 
65th reunion of the New 
Albany, Ohio, graduating 
Class of 1952.

Three men and three 
women. 

I must say the men 
were in better condition 
than the women. The 
men were all upright and 
moving under their own 
steam — quite nicely. All 
three women needed aid. 
One was on a walker, a 
second used a cane and a 
third needed her daugh-
ter’s arm for support. 
Nevertheless it was a 
success.

I was president, for 
what it’s worth, and only 
twice before had I called 
the class together: for our 
25th and 50th reunions.

Since there were so few 
of us at the 65th, they 

spoke as long as they 
desired. Most were short 
narrations as they soon 
grew tired of standing and 
also grew winded. That 
will be our last gathering. 
There will be no 70th.

We spent Mothers 
Day in “Ahia,” the first 
in years. I got Sherrie a 
box of butter creams, her 
favorite. Those were to 
make up for those I gave 
her for Valentine’s Day, 
which were absolutely 
terrible. So, I was back in 
good graces once again.

The farmers planted 

their crops early but 
then it turned cold and 
rainy. By rainy, I mean 
tons of water. The yard 
was so sodden we would 
have sunk to our navels 
while walking from the 
main house to our trailer, 
except for the fact the 
son-in-law and I had re-
cently split the cost for a 
golf cart. It only got mired 
to the hubcaps. Left lots 
of nice trails.

Kind of like our own 
Manta Rays baseball 
team, the local high 
school girls’ softball team 
made the final four. Their 
pitcher is a freshman and 
stands 6’2”. She has three 
more years to intimidate 
local batters. I just heard 
they got beat 10-1, so 
she didn’t intimidate 
Wheelersburg. Next year.

One of the three 
deceased members of 
our class was married to 

a farmer. We got to know 
both well, as she did a 
lot of work for our class’ 
50th. He was five years 
older and is the only one 
I know whose arms are 
more discolored than 
mine. Each spring since 
her death we’ve met at 
the Der Dutchman for 
lunch. 

This time I had to pick 
him up at his house as he 
is too stove-up to drive. 
He has to hold his coffee 
cup with both hands 
as he has a bad case of 
arthritis. That doesn’t 
slow him down any from 
eating. I thought this as 
I watched him polish 
off a good-sized portion 
of rhubarb pie and ice 
cream just after chucking 
down a large helping of 
chicken and dumplings.

A great (grand) niece 
got married. The wedding 
was outside and in Ohio 

in May that is courting di-
saster. In fact, the weather 
was spectacular and the 
rain held off until the 
drive home. They repeat-
ed their vows under an 
ancient oak whose limbs 
seemed to offer protec-
tion and strength to the 
neophytes. The event was 
held at an old mansion, 
built in 1914 — right out 
of the movies — with 
a great hall one could 
overlook from a plushy 
carpeted balcony. Food 
and beverages overflowed 
and I became the desig-
nated driver.

In October we will 
return for our annual fall 
visit. This time the middle 
grandson, Casey, will be 
married. He will marry 
Larissa, who lives nearby. 
If ever a couple were 
paired, it’s this one. 

He sells farm imple-
ments and until recently 

she worked on a hog 
farm. Currently she is a 
park ranger and loves it. 
They met at 4-H camp 
when they were in high 
school and both grad-
uated from Ohio State. 
Casey proposed to her 
just seconds after she 
received her diploma. 
He had to bribe several 
security people to get out 
on the track where he 
met her on bended knee. 
She threw her cap one 
way, her diploma another 
and said, “Yes.”

We’ve always wanted a 
granddaughter and now 
we shall have one.

Roy Ault is a colum-
nist for the Englewood 
Sun and a longtime 
Englewood resident. He is 
the author of seven novels. 
All can be found on 
Amazon or you may con-
tact him at 941-473-6051.

High school reunion draws Aults to ‘Ahia’

Roy
Ault

ENGLEWOOD — 
Lemon Bay Playhouse 
volunteers took a trip 
to Pleasant Valley 
Retirement Home for the 
last show of the theater’s 
30th season. 

Volunteers and guests 
were treated to “Senior 
Follies,” a play told in 
two acts and six scenes 
about nine seniors and 
their adventures in their 
retirement home. 

“Senior Follies” is 
directed by Ric Godwin, 
Lemon Bay Playhouse 
Artistic Director. Godwin 
and the cast hope the 
audience gets plenty of 
laughs during the last 
show. 

“Hopefully they will 
enjoy the one-liners,” 
Goodwin said. 

Goodwin is proud of 
the large cast and how 
well they worked together 
to put on the show. He 
praises the work of the 
casts, crews, directors and 
volunteers during this 
season. 

Goodwin explained the 
biggest challenge they 
faced was the large cast 
and the small stage in the 
playhouse. “Large casts 
are always difficult due 
to our stage and finding 
a traffic pattern that 

works,” he said. 
Despite the large cast 

and small stage, the 
show still brings plenty 
of laughs and the cast’s 
interactions come off as 
genuine. 

For those who frequent 
Lemon Bay Playhouse, 
this show is full of famil-
iar faces. Bob La Salle is 
Howard, who lusts over 
the widowed senior ladies 
after discovering Viagra. 
Victoria Caruso is Sybil/
Sadie, Pleasant Valley’s 

newest resident and con 
artist. Donna Hadley 
is Iris, the home’s only 
single resident. 

Joining La Salle, Caruso 
and Hadley are Paul 
Bravo as Douglas, who 
is married to Bernice, 
played by Lemon Bay 
newcomer Barbara 
Lorio. Also aboard are 
Cheryl Hastings, who 
plays Mildred, and Lora 
Resignato, who plays Sara 
Jane. 

Rounding out the cast 
are Jenni Elliott, who 
plays Mrs. Rivers, the 
senior home director, 
and Jim Manns, who 
plays Lowell/Jack, Sadie’s 
husband and partner in 
crime. 

The show opens with 

a lot of activity thanks 
to Resignato’s Sara Jane 
who takes the audience 
through a quick sequence 
of Kung Fu and gets a 
surprise greeting from La 
Salle’s Howard. 

The audience should 
play close attention to 
Lorio, who makes some 
priceless facial expres-
sions while working 
out a puzzle. Like Lorio, 
Resignato’s motions are 
over the top in both her 
face and body movement. 

While Bravo and Lorio 
play well off each other 
and really come across 
as an old married couple, 
many of the interactions 
will remind the audience 
of their own spouses. 

Hadley is another who 

bears close attention, as 
many of her lines in the 
first two scenes rely on 
her mishap with medi-
cation. Clever audience 
members will see how 
La Salle’s and Hadley’s 
characters are similar, but 
different. 

The show does have 
a bit of a lull late in the 
first scene of the first act, 
but things quickly pick 
up as Caruso and Mann 
take the stage. While the 
characters are posing as 
a posh brother and sister 
who have retired to the 
home, audiences will 
quickly learn of their con 
to steal money from the 
trusting and unsuspect-
ing residents. 

Both Mann and Caruso 
bring a slimy quality to 
the roles and the audi-
ence will grow to dislike 
the pair quickly. 

“Senior Follies” relies 
on the actors’ delivery 
of the lines and the 

actors’ expressions in 
the background, and 
the cast at Lemon Bay 
delivers. Along with the 
facial expressions by the 
cast, Hastings’ one-liners 
and her interactions with 
Resignato really bring the 
laughs. 

The audience should 
also pay close attention 
to Elliott and her lines 
during the announce-
ments, as they foreshad-
ow certain plot points. 
Another running gag 
through the show is the 
unseen Ida, who is away 
at Disney World with 
family. Though she’s not 
physically present, the 
audience will get to know 
her before she makes a 
small appearance near 
the end, thanks to Dottie 
Warner. 

“Senior Follies” moves 
quickly through the 
second act and the group 
goes from being clueless 
to solving the con by the 
end of the show. While 
the show moves quickly 
through the second act, 
the ending is the real 
charm of the show. 

Those looking to visit 
the residents of Pleasant 
Valley Retirement Home, 
should head over to 
Lemon Bay Playhouse for 
the last show of the 30th 
season, “Senior Follies,” 
beginning tonight. 

Email: aherrera@sun-herald.com

‘Senior Follies’ will have audiences laughing and smiling
By ALEXANDRA HERRERA 

STAFF WRITER IF YOU GO 
“Senior Follies” begins 

at 7:30 p.m. today and runs 
through June 25 at Lemon Bay 
Playhouse, 96 W. Dearborn 
St., Englewood. Curtain is 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. 
Reserved seat tickets are $18 
and student tickets with proper 
ID are $12. Buy tickets Monday 
through Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
by calling the box office at 
941-475-675, visiting the box 
office at the theater an hour 
before curtain, or by visiting 
www.lemonbayplayhouse.com.

Note: Lemon Bay Playhouse 
staff warns that a strobe light 
is used in Act II Scene III and 
those who are attending who 
have a medical condition or 
may have sensitivity to the 
strobe should alert the play-
house staff. 

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Jenni Elliott, Jim Manns, Bob La Salle, Paul Bravo and Cheryl Hastings, along with Victoria Caruso, Lora Resignato, Barbara 
Lorio, Donna Hadley and Dottie Warner take a moment to smile during a rehearsal of “Senior Follies.” 
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 “BEST retail PRICE On Landscape Rock”

 COUPON REQUIRED
 3 GAL. PLANTS
 $ 5 99 / EA

 Available stock only. Cannot be combined with 
 any other offer. Expires 7/1/17

 Most Personalized 
 Service In The 
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 FREE
 ESTIMATES!  PICKUP & DELIVERY 

 AVAILABLE

 19887 Veterans Blvd  •  Port Charlotte
 Between Teresa & Atwater, 2 Blks East of Home Depot

 Let Us Install Your Rock.
 It’s More Affordable

 Than You Think!

 Paver Install Excludes Charlotte County

 DISCOUNT ROCK and 
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 3095 Tamiami Trail, Unit B
 Port Charlotte, FL

 (between Olean & Elkcam Blvds)

 Call 627-0464

 Dr. Robert Hooper
 Board Certified

 Doctor of Audiology
 Since 1975

 • Affordable   $19 - 69   a month per aid

 • Free batteries
 • 5 year loss & damage coverage
 • 5 year warranty
 • Replaced every 5 years
 • Purchase at any time
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3D Guided Dental Implant Placement,
Fixed Dentures, Same Day Crowns, 

Full Mouth Restorations, IV Sedation, 
Expert Teeth Whitening
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1218 E Venice Ave., Venice, FL 34285
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